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Great design is much like a great story. Though it may be grounded on a tried 
and true foundation, it's not always the direct path that leads to a winning design. Some 
of the best innovations and insights are gained through what is seemingly a detour.  
Upon graduation in 2004 from Princeton University with a Bachelor of Science and 
Engineering degree in Mechanical Engineering, I left the straight path and fulfilled a 
long-held dream to live in Japan. It was there that I reconnected with my love for 
visuals, as I taught English and illustrated an original children’s book on the side. 
Relocating to Boston after four years overseas, I embarked on a path that met my needs 
at that time, taking a steady job while building my own freelance business on the side. 
Now I am looking for a career as a creative that can make use of my detours and my 
passions, where I can utilize my organizational, analytical, research, interpersonal, and 
my creative skills to be a valuable and contributing member of a successful team. 

 My recent projects have afforded me an opportunity to showcase the depth and 
the breadth of my abilities. Most recently, I performed design work for Princeton 
University Alumni Reunions, providing a cover illustration and wristband layout design, 
as well as a short video for the university’s Instagram account. In my tenure at Cengage, 
I have created interactive, effective performance and information dashboards and 
sophisticated presentations, and used my design skills to make them look polished and 
professional. Since then, I have completed other design work, ranging from creating 
various graphics, flyers, recruiting and training materials, and on-site murals, to 
designing and implementing a multi-site seating directory. In my current role, I have 
found ways to put my design skills to good use, creating strong layouts both for our 
2016 Projects content and our recent 2019 Projects content, as well as creating UI 
mockups to help explain proposed backend system changes. I have also performed 
some work for the Creative Studio, working on imaging for an internal presentation.  

 In addition to proficiency with a variety of computer software (Adobe Creative 
Cloud, Microsoft Office, Internet, audio and video production, and social media), I am a 
quick and eager learner, equally adept at analytical and creative thinking. I work well 
both in teams and independently, and having worked in a variety of fields, I can 
communicate complex ideas to people in all stations of life. Managing classes of up to 
seventy young children has challenged and strengthened my planning and 
organizational skills, as well as my ability to adjust to changes on the fly. My 
undergraduate experience as an engineer, as well as years of team sports, have not 
only instilled in me the skills required to adapt and succeed in the design field, but has 
also helped me to approach all of my challenges with confidence. 

 Please view my portfolio online at www.aaronellerbee.com. I have included my 
resume for your review, and would welcome the opportunity to answer any questions 
you might have for me. Thank you for considering my application, and I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 
Aaron K. Ellerbee 
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Skills 

Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 
September 2000-June 
2004 
B.S.E. degree in Mechanical 
Engineering 

• Vector Illustration 

• Web & Print Layout 

• Adobe Creative Cloud 
o Illustrator, Photoshop, 

InDesign, Audition 

• MS Office 
o PowerPoint, Excel, 

Word, Outlook 

• Balsamiq 

• Concept Development 

• Storyboarding 

• Typography 

• Editorial Illustration 

• PC and Mac Proficiency 

Education 



`  

Aaron 

Ellerbee 

aaronkellerbee@gmail.com 

aaronellerbee.com 
617.821.6533 

Designer 

Cengage Learning 
Boston, MA 
Technical Content Developer, SAM 
July 2015-Present 

Redesigned layout of instruction files, documentation, 
and graded student reports for SAM 2016 and SAM 
2019 Projects; created UI mockups to explain 
proposed system design changes; worked with 
Cengage Creative Studio to develop images for an 
internal presentation. 

Designer, HR (Contract) 
August 2014-March 2015 

Designed monthly recruiting dashboards to help track 
HR recruiting efforts; created interactive dashboards, 
infographics, flyers, and a searchable seating 
directory for 12 sites nationwide; scheduled meetings 
for collaborative work; styled custom presentations in 
PowerPoint. 

Freelance 
Boston, MA 
Graphic Designer/Illustrator/Portrait Artist 
June 2007-Present  

Wristband and schedule of events cover design for 
Princeton University Reunions 2019; web and print 
logo, business card, and icon design for History in 
Motion; quarterly report and sell sheet layout for 
Panjiva; website, promotional materials, signage 
creation, and vendor coordination for debut of 
Uyghur Kitchen Food Truck; created 28 website and 
mobile app mockup screens for B2W Software’s 
2014 User Conference; illustration and creation of 
web and print marketing materials for the Playtime 
Players (children’s interactive theatre troop); 
illustration and layout of cover art for Videri String 
Quartet's debut album "Portals”; web and print logo 
design for Stanford Biomedical Optics Group. 

Princeton in Asia 
Tokyo, Japan 
Author/Illustrator, Carriebright Fellowship 
September 2006-September 2007  

Authored and illustrated original bilingual (English & 
Japanese) children's book "A Tale of Two Kiddies" as 
a recipient of a Carriebright Fellowship received 
from Princeton in Asia. (Published 2015) 

Somerville Open Studios 
Somerville, MA 
Community Space Coordinator (Volunteer) 
Fall 2014-Spring 2016 

Assistant Community Space Coordinator (Volunteer) 
Fall 2012-Spring 2013  

OM ArtsLink 

Spain 
Workshop Leader (Volunteer) 
Spring 2009 

Designed curriculum for and taught children’s art 
workshops as part of a team. 

Design Experience 

Laurel M. Cantor 
Princeton University 
University Creative Director 
lmcantor@princeton.edu 
609.258.5734 

Stephanie Lorenz 
Cengage Learning 
Technical Content Development Manager, SAM 
stephanie.lorenz@cengage.com 
413.237.9228 

Jennifer Musil 
B2W Software 
Principal User Experience Designer 
jencreated@gmail.com 
816.678.9456 

Chris Tabb 
Cengage Learning 
Facility Manager, Boston 
christopher.tabb@cengage.com 
617.757.8157 

Paul Cashman 
History In Motion 
Founder & CEO 
pcashman21him@gmail.com 
978.376.3884 

References 

Portfolio 
www.aaronellerbee.com 

Videos 
www.youtube.com/user/purb36 

Children’s Book 
“A Tale of Two Kiddies”  
http://a.co/b8AF62E (Amazon) 
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